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Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Follow-up - The Fall Virtual Parish Formation Kick-off ZOOM Session: 

 

Ahh…the great gift of gathering to be in each other’s presence, 

albeit virtually, and to be grounded in the faith.  What a gift we 

have in the Diocese of Des Moines and in our catechetical leader 

community.   

 

Although some of you were not able to join us this morning 

because your work schedule didn’t allow it.  For those of you 

who were available, I encourage you to take advantage of the 

community in which your ministry takes place.  For over twenty-

five years, these colleagues (some part-time, some full-time, 

some volunteers) have helped my faith and my professional 

ministry outreach through their shared wisdom, prayers, practical ideas, and their hope.   

 

Today was grounded in hope with an extended reflection from Bishop William Joensen.  Here is 

a link to the session recording and a PDF of his PowerPoint is attached to the E-Newsletter e-

mail.  I invite you to join us in-person if you can.  The breakout sessions help make the material 

of our professional development come alive.  It also helps you discuss essential ministry issues 

with colleagues who understand the challenges and can accompany you in this specific ministry 

calling.   

 

A Family of Believers: Called & Sent by Jesus: 
 

Saints John & Paul parish in partnership with Tom Quinlan at the Saint 

Joseph Educational Center is providing a virtual family faith formation 

offering for 2020-2021.  A key element to assist in delving more deeply 

into this initiative is the recently-created website: 

https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/.  This site is designed to 

contain training sessions for PCLs, curriculum information, family 

activities and resources, video content for intergenerational learning and 

parent/adult faith formation.  All such will be located there for support 

of and direct use (or modification) by parishes seeking to provide full or 
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partial family/intergenerational faith formation this year.  This site will be continually updated 

with new content, so interested PCLs should check the site regularly. 

Attached you will find a one-page overview of the monthly themes for this program for the year, 

as well as a two-page overview relating to accessing and using digital content.  Finally, attached 

is the PowerPoint document with live links, used during the aforementioned August Zoom 

meeting. 

 

It might be helpful to know that the parent/adult faith video components for September and 

October will be Mike Patin and Becky Eldredge.  Our colleagues at Saints John & Paul and Saint 

Joseph Educational Center hope to provide presenters of this quality each month for this element 

of adult catechesis.  Additionally, Tom Quinlan, a national treasure in evangelization and 

catechesis, will be providing a monthly Gospel overview reflection intended for adults, with a 

particular focus on helping parents grasp these readings and engage in faith sharing with their 

children. 

 

Our colleagues at Saint John & Paul parish/SJEC are inviting you to a Question & Answer 

digital session on September 8 at 1:30 pm.  Meeting information and a link is included below. 

 

Topic: A Family of Believers Q & A 9.8.20 

Time: Sep 8, 2020 01:30 PM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81092386376 

 

Meeting ID: 810 9238 6376 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,81092386376# US (Chicago) 

+16465588656,,81092386376# US (New York) 

 

For more information contact Paulette, Jenni, or Tom.   

 

Catechetical Sunday is September 20, 2020: 

 

The 2020 theme is “I 

received from the 

Lord what I also 

handed on to 

you.”  Those who the 

Community has 

designated to serve as 

catechists and catechetical leaders will be called forth (in person or virtually) to be 

commissioned for their ministry. Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the 

role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to 

the Gospel.  Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this 

mission as a community of faith. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81092386376
mailto:pchapman@ssjohnpaul.org
mailto:jlihs@ssjohnpaul.org
mailto:tquinlan@sjeciowa.org


You can find many resources for you and your catechists, RCIA team members, youth Ministry 

volunteers, adult faith formation volunteer leaders, and those working in sacramental preparation 

by using this link to the USCCB website.  These resources include sacred images related to the 

teme (with catechesis), a message from Bishop Robert Barron, videos by my good friend Dr. 

John Rinaldo, liturgy resources including a commissioning service, prayer cards, posters, 

certificates, and some excellent articles that will assist with your on-going formation. 

 

Next week I will be sending out some sample scripts that you can share with your pastor on how 

to accommodate catechists who are gathered and those at home virtually for the commissioning 

service.   

 

Sadlier Religion has a free Catechetical Sunday Kit with a roundup of resources, activities, 

prayers, and ideas for 2020 based on the theme taken from St. Paul’s first letter to the 

Corinthians, “I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you.” 

 

Save the Date 9/23/2020 – Parish Catechetical Leader (CLADD) Session with Charleen 

Katra – Executive Director for The National Catholic Partnership on Disability (NCPD): 

 

Every family is unique: Some have Greater Needs 
Join us for our next professional development session for parish catechetical leaders on 

September 23, 2020 beginning with a virtual breakfast gathering at 9:00 am.   

 

Every family, like every parish, is not created equal.  Families who have children with 

disabilities commonly experience isolation, even in faith communities, even before 2020.  The 

dictums of today make accompaniment more challenging, but still possible.  This session will 

assist you in learning how to be a bridge for families with greater needs so that our parishes 

become a more inclusive community, encouraging and welcoming all as active members of the 

Church. 

 

Every parish has families who have a person with disability in their community.  However, many 

have chosen to no longer participate in the Church form many reasons.  This session has a 

message for every catechetical leader whether you are working with adults (elderly to young 

adults), teens, children, and their families.   

 

Our session will begin at 9:00 am and end by noon.   

 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday-2020
https://www.sadlier.com/religion/catechetical-sunday-resources?utm_campaign=22X_20_FA_Nat_LG_Rel_General_Child&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=93883566&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_7NiFsrIFLZ20W7FsKfo0et4BhQIzv7mizm2kezMgwNTiBw25YXoXBV-IxTvC6jbblVs-McA90R6ExmjCHKu-dyihZbw&utm_content=93883566&utm_source=hs_email


Webinar Opportunity on Tuesday September 15 at 1:00 pm CDT – The Revised Directory 

for Catechesis and an article on Dementia-Friendly Parish: 

 

Join Executive Director Charleen Katra as she speaks with Dr. Joseph White about the updated 

section on disability in the new General Directory for Catechesis.  Dr. Joseph White is a Child 

and Family Psychologist, Catechetical Author and Speaker, and the Director of Catechetical 

Resources for OSV Publishing and Curriculum.  This will be featured live on the National 

Catholic Partnership on Disability (NCPD) Facebook Page.  There is no need to register.   

 

Blog Article: What does a Dementia-Friendly parish look like? 

 

A very thought provoking blog article by Matthew Estrade who is a gerontologist in New 

Orleans and author of The Peace with Dementia Rosary: Education, Intentions, Community.  

 

You can find the blog article at this link.    

 

Revised Directory for Catechesis Webinar from Twenty-Third Publications – September 9 

at 5:00 pm CDT: 

 

 The NEW Directory for Catechesis will shape the language and 

practice of catechesis in the coming year and will shape 

programs, ministries, and religious education for years to come. 

Author Deacon Matthew Halbach, Ph.D. will provide an 

overview of the content in the long-awaited Directory for 

Catechesis and guide participants through "what's new" and how 

we can plan for the future in light of the new document. There 

will be opportunities for Q&A and information on additional 

resources will be shared.  

 

To register follow this link. 

 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 

https://www.facebook.com/NCPD.org/?eid=ARDFYNHNKsldE0Egc02NZu9ikTXUMmu9EcDVIQCmQg_eQWEgT2rQ8o1ZUuiyEa9-IDe4-epIChKufyp8
https://www.facebook.com/NCPD.org/?eid=ARDFYNHNKsldE0Egc02NZu9ikTXUMmu9EcDVIQCmQg_eQWEgT2rQ8o1ZUuiyEa9-IDe4-epIChKufyp8
https://ncpd.org/dementiafriendlyparish
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zNWJb7NYRh2eQwT7Jt5F1g

